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ey Department:
’\ Water and Sanitation
N\ REPUBLIC OF SOUTH AFRICA

Enquiries: D Mochotlhi and N Fundakubi
Telephone: 083 629 2565 / 083 922 1901
Reference: 6/2/2/6

MINISTER OF WATER AND SANITATION

FOR WRITTEN REPLY

QUESTION NO 2551

(INTERNAL QUESTION PAPER NO. 31)

2551. MsC SeoposengWe (ANC) to ask the Minister of Water and Sanitation:

In view of the various presentations that the Portfolio Committee on Water and Sanitation has
received from water boards and other government water authorities regarding challenges in
the sector, how does his department intend to improve human capabilities in the sector in
order to address the challenges facing the water infrastructure, so as to avoid reliance on the
outsourcing of critical functions necessary for the efficiency of managing the water treatment

value chain?
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MINISTER OF WATER AND SANITATION

The Department of Water and Sanitation has a Learning Academy which is a technical and
scarce skills development programme which was initiated in 2007 as a response to the specific
skills shortage challenge affecting the national water sector. It represents an investment in
sustaining quality in department of Water and Sanitation (DWS) entry level human resources,
thereby ensuring that in the long term, the department will remain competitive and be able to
deliver on its mandate.

The Learning Academy is designed to meet specific organisational requirements, lead a
sustained campaign to secure a steady supply of high-level skills in water-related science,
engineering, and technical disciplines to meet projected demands within DWS and the water
sector.
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The Academy responds to the imperatives mentioned with a dual focus by addressing both
the academic and professional development components to provide aspiring engineers,
scientists and technicians with the opportunity to be exposed to real-time professional
experiences and valuable work experience which enables them to register with relevant
professional bodies. Other components of the skills development programme of the
department are indicated in Annexure A below.

The Water Boards improve human capabilities in the sector through Graduate Training
programmes, Learnerships, In-service skills development programmes and through providing
bursaries to employees and an external bursary programme in fields that are relevant for the
water sector. Kindly refer to Annexure A below for details of skills development programmes
implemented by the different Water Boards.
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DRAFT REPLY: RECOMMENDED/ D/ AMEND

DR SEAN PHILLIPS

DIRECTOR-GENERAL

DATE: jj/2f L

DRAFT REPLY: APPROVED/ NOT-APPROVEDHAMENDED

ﬂ/\/lr*/( / /.,_, ;
MR SENZO MCHUNU, MP
MINISTER OF WATER AND SANITATION

DATE: (5] {01 /%o/«g,
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